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Mr. Josh Connolly
Chief of Staff to Honorable Jackie Speier

Office of Honorable Jackie Speier

2645 Rayburn HOB

Washington DC 20515

                                                                                                                                 June 9, 2017

Mr. Connolly,

Center for Independence of Individuals with Disabilities (CID) is an organization with the mission to provide support services, community awareness, and systems change advocacy to promote full and equal community integration and participation for people with disabilities throughout San Mateo County. CID is one of 28 Independent Living Centers throughout the state of California; and one of 400 plus throughout the United States. Collectively, along with other disability organizations throughout the country, we oppose HR 620 ADA Education and Reform Act. In that spirit it I ask that Congresswoman Speier revoke her sponsorship of the bill or at the very least vote against it should it reach the House floor.
HR 620, ADA Education and Reform Act would severely weaken the ADA, a critical source of rights for people with disabilities. It would turn people with disabilities into second class citizens; and undermine the very principles of an inclusive society that America is all about.
Today businesses have an obligation to make themselves accessible and there is a consequence if they don’t. Under HR 620, there would be no consequences, and thus no reason to comply with the ADA. People could still be excluded without a good way to enforce the ADA, while businesses take a wait and see attitude. Almost twenty- seven years after the ADA was enacted, businesses should be expected to comply with the ADA.
HR 620 requires a person with a disability who encounters an access barrier to send a written notice with the exact violations of the ADA being violated. The ADA should not place the heaviest burden for ending discrimination on the very people the law is supposed to protect. HR 620 also give business owner’s 60 days to even acknowledge there is a problem---- and another 120 days to begin to fix it. No other civil rights group is  forced to wait up to 180 days to enforce their civil rights. Even then businesses would face no consequences for violating the law for months, years, decades, if it takes advantage of the months long waiting period to remedy the violation before that lawsuit is permitted.
The ADA is already very carefully crafted to take business owner into account. Compliance is simply not burdensome. HR 620 changes this careful compromise originally designed by bi-partisanship, and completely wreaks havoc on the entire ADA scheme. Remember that existing businesses are only required to provide access when doing so is readily achievable. Any further weakening would do major damage to the protections afforded under the ADA.
Josh, our offices have had an overall great working relationship in the past. I worked with you on the anti- bullying bill against people with disabilities. Although we were unfortunately unsuccessful in our efforts to land a republican co-sponsor, we both worked tirelessly to carry that bill forward. The bill at hand now does very much the opposite of what we tried to achieve through the bill we worked on six years ago. HR 620 carries out systematic bullying against people with disabilities. In addition to this many staff members of your office have suggested to me that the Congresswoman would back off this piece of legislation. That is why I am so adamant that the Congresswoman either revoke her sponsorship of HR 620, or vote against it if it were to reach the house floor. 
Respectfully,

Ben McMullan

Systems Change Coordinator
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